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	Activity: Public and Staff During Onsite School Visit with Birds of Prey 
	

	Location:  Show Arena

	RA Undertaken by:

Name:     Faith Scott
Position:   Assistant Farm Park Manager
	


Risk Assessment

Matrix

	Likelihood
	Injury Outcome
	
	Damage Outcome
	Risk Level Scores

	5
	Almost certain to happen
	Death or Permanent Disability
	5
	Total Destruction
	10 – 25  High Risk

	4
	Very Likely
	Hospitalisation
	4
	Significant Damage
	

	3
	Likely
	Treatment by Local Doctor
	3
	Maintenance required before use can continue
	7 – 9 Medium Risk

	2
	Unlikely
	F/A Treatment
	2
	Repairs completed without disruption
	

	1
	Very Unlikely
	Discomfort
	1
	Slight Scratches
	1 – 6 Low Risk


	Hazard Identified
	How Can Hazard Occur
	Risk Level
Using standard risk matrix for guidance
	Precautions or Control Measures required:

(Existing venue measures listed)
	NEW RISK LEVEL 

With

precautions in place.

	Risk to pedestrians in the case of accidental fire
	Badly discarded cigarette

Accidental dropping of lighting method
	Low

[1 x 3 = 3]
	· Under foot surface is not flammable and fire would be easily extinguished.
· Carbon dioxide extinguishers available at various locations around the show arenas.
· Open space to easily allow visitors to be moved and evacuated away the nearest fire safety point.
	Low

[1 x 3 = 3]

	Risk of illness 
	Contact with birds.
Contact with biofacts.
 
	Low
[2 x 3 = 6]  
	· Birds hold a low risk of zoonosis towards humans.
· Daily cleaning of all surfaces by staff.
· Daily removal of faeces to prevent buildup.
· Cleaning removes detritus from surfaces

· Staff trained in cleaning and inspection methods.
· During demonstrations children are not allowed contact with the animals. This is either enforced by having clear fencing and barriers between public and our animal.
· In the case of handling workshops, children are provided with safety equipment, such as a thick leather gauntlet for handling birds of prey. Children are closely monitored by staff and reminded to not physically touch the birds with bare hands and are reminded to keep hands away from face and mouth. After handling workshops children, adults and staff are directed to the nearest hand wash station.

· Before interacting with biofacts staff and children are given a safety talk, reminding them how to behaviour and interact with these objects during the session i.e. not eating food, not putting hands in mouth or on face. Rubber gloves are provided where appropriate and after interacting with biofacts children, adults and staff are directed to the nearest hand wash station.
· During pellet dissections, students are provided with rubber gloves and paper is laid out to reduce pellets from encountering any tables or clothing. Antibacterial gels are provided if the school wish for to use these. Alternatively, staff are reminded to ensure children wash their hands after interactive sessions.
	Low
[1 x 3 = 3]

	Risk of injury
	Contact with birds
	Low
[3 x 2 = 6]
	·  Safety talk is provided before event starts, ensuring both children understand how to behaviour, and staff are made aware to supervise children when in the same environment as the animals. 

· Animals are well trained.

· Staff are trained to notice animal behaviours, removing the animal from the environment before any injuries can occur.

· During demonstrations children are not allowed contact with the animals. This is either enforced by having clear fencing and barriers between public and our animals.
· In the case of handling workshops, animals are used that are known to tolerate these activities. Children are provided with safety equipment where appropriate, such as a thick leather gauntlet for handling birds of prey. Children are closely monitored by staff and reminded to not physically touch the birds with bare hands.
	Low

[2 x 2 = 4]

	Risk of Escape
	Birds flying away during display
	Medium
[4 x 2 = 8]
	· Birds that are not free flying have the appropriate ‘furniture’, such as anklets and leashes, meaning they will be attached to the person holding them via the gauntlet.
· For free flying, only birds with full training will be used.

· Staff and children are provided with a safety talk before the display starts, if bird fly’s off they are to not approach it.

· Birds have a tracker attached to locate once flying off.
· Staff are trained in how to minimize this risk of flying off by being able to observe birds, and then locate the bird.
· In the event of a bird flying away, the appropriate escape plan is in place:

· Notify the correct people in the chain of responsibility (Gary, Faith and Barleylands Staff) and number of animals escaped.

· Locate animal within zoo grounds.

· Obtain glove, food, bird box/ hood.

· If bird has gone into a building move public outside and lock down area. If bird is outside simply inform the public to keep their distance so as to not stress the bird, and avoid public injury.


	Low

[2 x 2 = 4]


© RHSP / Barleylands  / Public Displays – Bird Avery / October 2017 / v1









Page 1 of 1
1
© RHSP / Barleylands  / Bird Avery  / October 2023 / v1









Page 2 of 1

